About Friends of Different Learners

It has been said that “A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out”.  Sometimes when you have a child who struggles you can feel like you are all alone.  Research has shown that parents of children with disabilities experience more stressful events and have less time to themselves compared to the average family.  According to one study mothers of children with Autism experience chronic stress comparable to combat soldiers.

Research has also shown that parents who participate in a support group feel an emotional connection at a time when they feel isolated from friends and family.  Parents report that belonging to a support group changes them from feeling ignorant to becoming knowledgeable, from feeling like a victim to regaining some control, from being alone to receiving some recognition, and from being a receiver to being able to give to others.

Friends of Different Learners began with a group of parents who wanted to feel that they were not alone and believed that united they could make a difference for their children.  Founded in 2000 Friends of Different Learners established its mission as an independent organization of parents, staff, and community members dedicated to maximizing the potential of 
Birmingham Public School (BPS) students with different abilities.

Friends defines a different learner as an inclusive term.  Some different learners have identified disabilities such as autism, AD/HD or dyslexia and others simply have unique learning styles that present challenges in the classroom. Regardless of whether a child is identified or just struggling Friends of Different Learners offers networking and resource opportunities.  Monthly meetings with speakers on topics of interest are held on the first Thursday of every month during the school year at Covington (BCS) at 7:00 p.m.  Friends meetings and functions are open to everyone!

Becoming a member helps Friends fund its annual projects and events like:

· The Disability Awareness Workshop (DAW).  The DAW is a hands-on, activity based workshop whose main emphasis is to help students understand the challenges of daily living for individuals with disabilities.  Working collaboratively with the Birmingham Public School district, Friends presents the DAW annually to every fourth grader in the district (5/6 at BCS).  To date more than 9,000 students, teachers, transportation staff, and parents have learned through this experience that people should be respected no matter how they look, act, walk or talk. 

· LINKS, another collaborative project, is a peer-to-peer support program facilitated by BPS social workers and staff.  Students are able to build new friendships as well as learn to relate to people with different needs and develop an understanding of individual differences.

· The December Holiday Bazaar offers unique holiday shopping showcasing local artisans and handmade crafts by students and organizations that support students with special needs.  Jewelry, food, cards and many other gifts can be purchased for teachers, friends, family and kids of all ages.  

· Held annually in January, the Camp and Resource Fair is an information fair servicing families in Southeastern Michigan seeking summer and year round programs that accept children with special needs in both self-contained and inclusion environments.  

· The May meeting is devoted to honoring our partners in education, BPS teachers and staff, who have made a significant difference in the life of a different learner.  Friends members select up to two individuals who have gone the extra mile for a different learner and those education partners are honored at an evening reception that is filled with entertainment, heartwarming stories and an awards presentation.

You can also earn money for Friends every time you shop at Kroger by designating Friends of Different Learners as your Kroger Plus Card Community Rewards Recipient!  Go to www.kroger.com to register and just shop, swipe your Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card & earn money for Friends. 

Keep up with all the great things happening with Friends and read our bimonthly newsletter on our web site, www.friendsofdifferentlearners.org.

Friends of Different Learners putting kids first and offering the adults that care about them support, information and education.
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